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Rush City Schools
Superintendent
Brent Stavig


bstavig@rushcity.k12.mn.us


Rush City Schools Community,


“Spring is the time of plans and projects.” Much like notable author Leo Tolstoy said,
this spring, our community has the opportunity to decide whether to invest in a critical
facilities plan to improve our schools. If approved, this two-question bond referendum
will invest in key improvements to both Rush City High School and C.E. Jacobson
Elementary.


The bond referendum focuses on physical “brick and mortar” improvements such as
roofing and HVAC systems. Although our staff has done a great job in keeping our
schools well maintained, annual maintenance dollars fall short of our full needs. At nearly 30 years old, building
infrastructure and systems at Rush City High School need repair or replacement. Several areas of the roof require
replacement along with various interior and exterior finishes. At C.E. Jacobson Elementary, various sections of
the roof need replacement and interior finishes, doors, and hardware need repair or replacement.


In addition, the bond referendum also focuses on providing improved and dedicated learning environments to
support our Tigers. Our district has grown steadily since 2018 — approximately 5.6% — and we’re expected to
continue that growth for the next five years. As more students come through our doors, additional space is
needed. Different from when our buildings were first built, additional services and programs to support our
students are now offered. Although we’ve done our best to repurpose spaces in our schools, there’s a limit to how
physical environments can be reused to serve other programs. And now, we’re facing a shortage of four to six
classrooms at C.E. Jacobson Elementary — a building that hasn’t been renovated in nearly 20 years. Specifics
about the plan, including a detailed list of proposed improvements for both schools, can be found at
OurTigersOurSchools.com/plan.


Your vote, and your voice, matter. Early voting, either in person or by mail, is available starting this Friday, March
24 through Monday, May 8. You can vote early in person at the District Office on weekdays from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m. To vote early by mail, you can request an absentee ballot application by contacting Beth Sybrant
(bsybrant@rushcity.k12.mn.us or 320-358-4855). On Election Day, Tuesday, May 9, all residents will vote in
person at the Rush City Community Center between 10:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m.


If you have any questions, please reach out to me at bstavig@rushcity.k12.mn.us. Go Tigers!


Brent Stavig
Superintendent
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Rush City High School
Rush City High School Principal


Janet Wagener
jwagener@rushcity.k12.mn.us


Hello Rush City Community!


I hope everyone was able to recharge over the spring break and take some time with families/friends.


Thank you everyone who attended conferences on February 27th and March 2nd. We love meeting with
parents/guardians and working together to create the best education possible for your students. As we near
the end of quarter 3 (March 31st), we encourage parents to monitor their students' grades through
StudentVue/ParentVue. If you need any assistance with this please call the high school office 320-358-4795.


ESY/Targeted Services/Summer School: Teachers are currently making recommendations for this
programming based on data and academic performance, as well as social-emotional needs. We will be
reaching out to parents/guardians with this opportunity in the coming weeks! 7th grade, 8th grade, and
special education families that would be interested in this opportunity, please reach out to Melissa Wiener,
320-358-4795 in the high school office. Credit Recovery information will come out soon from the school
counseling office.


PBIS Movie Reward: Students who did not receive any behavioral referrals for 2nd semester will be invited to
a movie (hopefully at the movie theater this time) and relax with concessions. Students who have one or two
referrals have the opportunity all semester to do some type of restorative practice in order to earn their way
back into the movie. One is kindness bingo, students can find the link for this in the student announcements.
Attendance for all students is required on this day. Students that will be going to class will have an alternative
assignment that they will be working on that will count towards their classroom grade.


Dates to Remember:
● Senior Awards Night: May 10th
● Senior Last Day: May 26th
● Graduation: June 4th


As always, thank you for your continued support. Please reach out to me with any questions or concerns OR
just to chat :),


Janet M. Wagener
Rush City High School Principal
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CE Jacobson Elementary
Elementary Principal


Alicia Nelson
anelson@rushcity.k12.mn.us


~Elementary Updates~
Together, we are better for our children, families, our
community and each other.😀


Hello families,
I hope you enjoyed a well-deserved spring break! We are
finishing up quarter three and we look forward to finishing
our school year strong! We have a lot planned for the coming weeks and months.
Here’s what lies ahead for students at C.E. Jacobson Elementary:


● Assembly for completing recent schoolwide reading goals (students get to pie staff in the face)
🤪


● Hard work toward our spring goals
● Upcoming FAST, My SAEBRS, and MCA Testing in April and May
● Many fun field trips and activities
● Spring Fun Run
● And much more!


We en����ag� yo� to su���r� yo�� c�i�d��� / s�u��n�� in t�e��
go��� an� fu� ac����ti��!


Wat�� fo� f�e���n� up����s f�o� c�a�s���� te����r� an�
c�e�k s�u��n��’ Fri��� Fol���s fo� an� ne� up����s!


Order a Copy of Our Elementary Yearbook!
Early Bird Price (if ordered by May 1st) is $13.00
Cost after that date is $16.00
Our yearbook is a fun celebration of all of the great things
that have taken place this school year!
Visit jostensyearbooks.com or scan the QR code→
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Elementary Con’t
Upcoming Dates, Programs, and More…
March 24th Letters for students who can attend Summer School


(Targeted Services and Extended School Year) will be sent home
Letters are due back to school no later than April 7th


March 30th End of Quarter 3
March 31st No School for Students; Staff Development Day
April 6th Report Cards will be sent home
April 17th Root Beer Rag (6th Grade Choir, 6:30pm) *All are encouraged to attend this fundraiser concert!
May 1st Root Beer Rag (6th Grade Band, 6:30pm) *All are encouraged to attend this fundraiser concert!


SAVE THE DATE FOR AN EXCITING SCHOOLWIDE FUN-RUN FAMILY DAY!
We will host a “Boosterthon” fun run, followed by an outdoor picnic lunch
for students and families on May 10th! The events will take place from
the start of the school day until 12:30pm (more information and details to
come).
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Elementary Con’t
How to get involved with PTO at C.E. Jacobson


Elementary:


Email: pto@rushcity.k12.mn.us


Or on FACEBOOK:


Ani���n��e Cul���� Day
On Tuesday, March 7th, C.E. Jacobson Elementary, in partnership with our AIPAC
committee hosted Anishinabe Culture Day, focusing on Indigenous games.


We learned from two facilitators, Jerry
Morgan, Aandezaginiw “Every Golden Eagle”,
and his daughter, Jamie Morgan,
Miskoogishiigookwe, “Red Sky Woman”.


Jerry Morgan is an American Indian author
and cultural consultant who has worked in
public education for twenty five years
presenting authentic information and direct


experiences with Anishinaabe
traditions, drumming, art, stories
and language. In his presentations
he continuously makes connections
and cultural references that
document the fact that we are all
part of each other's stories…that is,
what we share in common as human beings is far more significant than our
differences. We need to celebrate both.


Jamie Morgan presents a womanʼs perspective. She has worked with her
dad at many school events and is a Jingle Dancer.


Fourth, Fi�h and Sixth grades each attended a rotation during the day and enjoyed activities such as LaCrosse and Snow
Snakes! We hadmany high school students there to help us all day as well!


The next AIPAC (American Indian Parent Advisory Committee) meeting takes place April 10th at 3:15pm in the Elementary
Media Center! We hope to see you there! All are welcome!


Alicia Nelson: (320) 358 - 4724 anelson@rushcity.k12.mn.us Page 6



mailto:pto@rushcity.k12.mn.us





Community Ed
YOGA CLASS Beginner - Intermediate


TUESDAYS ONGOING
Classes will take place in the high school media center on
Tuesdays to start. Cost $10/session. Pay per session or for the
month.


ZUMBA Classes
MONDAYS ONGOING - High School Theatre
Walk Ins: $7.00 / 5 Session Punch Card: $30.00


Let’s Talk About Medicare
April 20th from 6:00 - 7:00 p.m.@ Rush City High School
As you get closer to 65, the amount of information you get concerning
Medicare can make the process of applying very confusing. This is an
educational meeting about Medicare and Medicare insurance that will
answer your questions. We will discuss what Medicare covers, what it
costs, and how and when to enroll. We will also review the types of
Medicare insurance available and the factors to consider when
deciding what type of plan is best for you.


IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS OR TO REGISTER FOR ANY OF THE OFFERED CLASSES PLEASE CALL THE HIGH
SCHOOL OFFICE AT 320-358-4795 OR GO TO OURWEBSITE AT:


https://www.rushcity.k12.mn.us/community/community_education


For all of the latest offerings available through community education or community education partnerships.
Community Education is looking for people willing to teach classes to our community members and students. There has been
specific interest in cooking classes. Perhaps a class showing the preparation of basic meals, or a make and take class for baking
some delicious goodies. Art classes are another area of interest. Could you teach an art class such as painting or ceramics? Maybe
you would like to plan and offer a field trip somewhere. One of our great Minnesota museums? A trip for an outdoor activity such
as skiing, snowboarding, or tubing? We also have many great theatre and sporting events that happen close by. Plan a trip and
take a group for a great experience! If you have an idea for a class, a project, or a trip, fill out this Application to Offer a Community
Education Course Through Rush City Schools and lets get started!


Continue to refer to the Rush City School District #139 Facebook page or our community educations page for the latest and greatest
information on what is happening here at Rush City High School and community education.


For more information or questions regarding community education, please contact Lee Rood or Cathy Monster at the high school.
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High School Counseling
Rush City High School Counselor


Kari Weileder
kweileder@rushcity.k12.mn.us


Dear Families,


It is hard to believe that March is already here, and the luck of the Irish just came and went! Hopefully you all found your
own four-leaf clover during spring break!


The seniors are working on scholarships and getting ready for graduation! Here are some tips we found for seniors that
they should be focusing on during their last semester in high school! It is best not to get senioritis or too relaxed and
cling to a false sense of teenage invulnerability.


- Stay focused on your schoolwork!
- Apply for all scholarships.
- Submit any additional financial aid forms and documentation that is required by the school of your choice.
- Notify the other schools who offered you admission that you wonʼt be joining them.
- Participate in summer orientation programs for incoming freshmen a�er high school graduation.
- Reach out to your potential employers if you are going directly into the workforce.
- Arrange for a tour of a company or profession youmay be interested in.
- Reach out to a recruitment office if you are ready to sign up if you would like to join the military.
- Reach out to your school counselor if you need help making up your mind.


We are hosting a field trip in April for the first 50 juniors and sophomores who want to attend a College fair / Twins game.
This was a huge success last year!


If you saw the Super Bowl in February, youmay have been surprised at the video they played about their program Player
Care. Hundreds of school counselors have reached out and shared their dismay through the MN School Counselors
Association of which I am a big part of. As one of them shared in their letter to the NFL, “we arenʼt just guiding students
toward college acceptance letters. We are teaching and reinforcing social-emotional and executive functioning skills and
assisting students with reaching their full potential, regardless of barriers. Our job is loving and accepting students and
helping them grow into their best versions. It is about assisting students to overcome adversity, the very skill the NFL
highlighted in the video.” We do this every day, to the best of our ability for as many students as possible, and it is a joy to
do so!


Winter is going to slowly melt away, and spring is just around the corner! With that comes quarter 4, not a time to give
up, but a time to run the ball as fast and as hard as you can, all the way to make the touchdown!


Kari Weileder
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CE Jacobson Counseling
Elementary Counselor


Annie Knutson


Happy Spring (Hopefully soon to come!)


I hope everyoneʼs spring break was restful and relaxing; either at home or on vacation!


With the change in season (again, HOPEFULLY) coming soon, it is typical to feel a change in mindset and
energy levels with the warmer weather approaching. Attitudes are better and there are more opportunities to
get active and outside. Mental health can be difficult to manage in those colder months- as well as getting back
into a new routine come springtime.


Here are a few simple tricks to help engage your body and overall positive mental health:


● Mindfulness: using meditation or mindfulness tactics can help slow your body down and focus on
yourself is a great way to ease back into a healthy lifestyle; and be in tune with yourself and your
emotions.


● Social media detox: especially with older students leading into adolescence and adulthood; taking a
social media break can be extremely beneficial to mental health and self-esteem. Many students find
that once they can initially remove themselves from the social media “pull”; they feel healthier and
better about themselves. This can be one day, 1 week, or however long they want…but it can do
wonders for someone.


● Setting boundaries: understanding and implementing healthy boundaries can be beneficial in creating
positive mental health. Coaching kids on when to say “no” or something they donʼt like can give them
the ability to do things without needing adult assistance. This also can help other students learn to
accept feedback, create appropriate responses, and have healthy friendships.


● Finding new hobbies/things outside: with the new weather coming, now is the time to try new things
like a sport or hobby that you were putting off until it was nice outside. Engaging in a new experience
can work your brain and your body, making it feel good to get out andmove around!


I hope these are helpful tips. If you need any more ideas or further information please feel free to contact me.


Mrs. Knutson
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Early Childhood
Early Childhood Coordinator


Sara Sieling
ssieling@rushcity.k12.mn.us


Preschool Registration is open for 2023-24!!


We offer full-day and half-day options for students who will turn 4 before September 1st, 2023. These classes
meet two full days a week or 4 half day a�ernoons. District transportation is available for full day classes and
a�er school for the half day class. We also offer 2 half days for those students who will turn 3 before
September 1st, 2023. Classes are filling fast! To register - click HERE or call 320-358-3635. Early Learning
Scholarships are available to those who qualify through the Minnesota Department of Education Pathway I or
Pathway II program. Information available upon request.


Upcoming Early Childhood Events


● Bowling for Books at Chuckerʼs Bowl - March 30th, 2023 from 5:30 - 7:00.
(Rescheduled from February) Register HERE by March 23rd.


● Dinner Date - April 18th, 2023 from 5:30 - 7:00. Register HERE by April 11th.
● ECFE in the Park - May 12th, 2023 from 9:45 - 11:00. Register HERE by May


5th.


Early Childhood Screening


Rush City Early Childhood invites parents of 3.5-year-olds to 5-year olds to make an
appointment with us to attend screening. Screenings are required before students
enter kindergarten, however, there is no need to wait or delay screening until your
child is older. Screening is not a placement test. Screening questions and passing
scores are based on the age your child is on the day they are screeded. Screening is a
quick check to be sure your child is meeting important developmental milestones. To
register, click HERE or call 320-358-3635.


Upcoming screening dates are: July 12th, 2023 and August 23rd, 2023
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Health and Wellness
Stacey Schultz, Nurse
sschultz@rushcity.k12.mn.us


Katie Groh, Assistant Nurse
kgroh@rushcity.k12.mn.us


Hello Rush City Community,


As a team here at Rush City school district, we are implementing a health and
wellness team! We have formed a team within our district, but would love to have
community members be involved. We want to hear what kinds of ideas you would
like to see at Rush City to make a difference to increase participation within the
community. We have a lot of great ideas and are working hard to make a change!


Update fromHealth Offices!


We had a lot of sickness throughout February.
● Please keep your child home from school if he/she has:


○ A temperature above 100 F during previous 24 hours (should be fever free without use of
medication for 24 hours before returning to school)


○ Vomiting or diarrhea during the prior 24 hours
○ Yellow or green nasal drainage associated with sore throat, nausea or fatigue
○ A persistent cough which has kept your child up at night
○ Signs or symptoms of Influenza, such as body aches, chills, headache, fatigue.


● Make sure your child eats a good breakfast!
○ Breakfast is the most important meal of the day. Breakfast breaks the overnight fasting period. It


replenishes your supply of glucose to boost your energy levels and alertness, while also
providing other essential nutrients required for good health.


● Both families and school personnel want to keep children safe and healthy.
○ Unfortunately, children do get sick and injured. Please notify the school with any changes in


phone numbers throughout the year in case your child becomes ill or an emergency occurs.
Since ill and injured children feel most comfortable with family, we ask that you promptly pick
up your child when notified. Another factor is that ill children may be exposing others at school
to contagious disease.


Hope everyone had a great spring break!


If you have any questions feel free to contact us!


Stacey Schultz: (320) 358-1364 sschultz@rushcity.k12.mn.us Page 11



mailto:sschultz@rushcity.k12.mn.us

mailto:kgroh@rushcity.k12.mn.us





Transportation
Anders Johnson


Transportation Supervisor
ajohnson@rushcity.k12.mn.us


Happy Spring!


I hope everyone enjoyed spring break.


Please remember to call the bus garage before 6:30 AM if you need to get
messages to our drivers.


We continue to have a need for regular and substitute drivers. Please reach out
to me or the district office if you are interested.


We appreciate your continued support in keeping our students safe on their
way to and from school. As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to reach out to me.


Best Regards,
Anders Johnson


REMINDER: NO BUS PASSES ALLOWED. PLEASE UNDERSTAND THAT IT IS CRITICAL THAT WE HAVE CONSISTENT
AND ACCURATE INFORMATION ON THE LOCATION OF ALL RIDERS AT ANY GIVEN TIME. THEREFORE, ALL
STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED TO RIDE THE BUS THEY ARE ASSIGNED TO, AS WELL AS GET ON AND OFF AT THEIR
DESIGNATED STOP LOCATION. FOR THE SAFETY OF ALL, WE DO NOT ALLOW STUDENTS (FAMILIES) TO ALTER
THESE PLANS. THANK YOU FOR UNDERSTANDING THAT WE CANNOT HONOR REQUESTS FOR BUS PASSES.
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News & Information
RCFASTPITCHTEAM


HOSTSBEGINNER’S


CLINIC
The Rush City Tigers Fastpitch


team hosted a beginner's clinic in


February for students in grades 2 -


8. We had a good turnout and the


girls had so much fun working on


their skills! We hope that everyone


makes some time this spring to come catch the Lady Tigers in action out on the diamond! Games start


mid-April! Keep up to date with our season by following our Facebook page: Rush City Fastpitch Softball.


ELEMENTARY
YEARBOOK
←Scan QR Code
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News & Information
SOME ELEMENTARY ST. PATRICK'S DAY FUN!


ONE POINT PERSPECTIVE DRAWINGS WITH AN IRISH TWIST!


Kindergarten Sign-Up


If you have a child that will be five before September 1, 2023, your child is eligible for Kindergarten this
fall. If you have not already received a Kindergarten Registration packet, please contact Nancy at C.E.
Jacobson Elementary School. 320-358-4724 or nmoulton@rushcity.k12.mn.us.
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News & Information
FEBRUARY IS I LOVE TO READMONTH


February is I Love to Read month and this yearʼs theme was Blast Off With Reading. Students and staff at Jacobson
Elementary kicked off the month with an assembly. Teams of students from grades 3 - 6 participated in a relay race that
was out of this world!!


Throughout the month students tracked their reading minutes at home. The goal was to read 130,000 minutes!! They
came up 2,847 minutes short of their goal! Because they were so close, we gave them a second chance. We challenged
them to read at least 15,000 minutes over spring break. They crushed it by reading over 19,000 minutes! To celebrate,
one student per class will get to throw a whipped cream pie at a staff member. Quite a few adults have bravely
volunteered for this event!!


Celebrating reading can be a lot of fun. We had various dress up days throughout the
month:
February 3 Mismatch Day


10 Book Character Day
17 Alien vs. Astronaut
24 Blast from the Past


March 6 Hat Day
Every Tuesday was Readmy shirt Day


We also held a book swap. We collected gently used books students brought from home, then one day put
them all out on tables. Students were able to choose books that were new to them to take home.


Other events
● Caught Reading Tickets (earn a chance to win prizes by choosing to read in school)
● Guess the Reader(5 or 6 staffmembers read a picture book with only the book showing. Classes work together to


guess who the readers were.)
● Matching game (Students match the staffmembers with their favorite childrenʼs book)


Book Character Day Alien vs. Astronaut Relay Race
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