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Rush City Schools
Superintendent
Brent Stavig


bstavig@rushcity.k12.mn.us


Rush City Schools Community,


Spring is finally here, and I canʼt believe we have less than eight weeks le� of the
2022-2023 school year! I am grateful for our students, staff, and community for
everything weʼve accomplished throughout the year, and Iʼm excited to finish the
school year strong.


In just over three weeks, on Tuesday, May 9, our community will decide whether to invest in a critical
facilities plan to improve our schools — a two-question bond referendum that would improve the facilities
where our students learn. If approved, this bond referendumwill invest in key improvements to both Rush City
High School and C.E. Jacobson Elementary. If you havenʼt already, we invite you to watch a short video that
highlights the proposed plan here.


Not only would the proposed bond referendum address key building needs such as roofing, doors, and HVAC
systems, the plan would provide additional and dedicated space critical to our studentsʼ and districtʼs future
success. Itʼs important to know that our need for space is not driven by increasing enrollment alone. In
fact, our districtʼs need for space is primarily driven by our growing and emerging educational programs such
as Special Education, counseling, intervention, early childhood, enrichment and more — many of these
programs were simply non-existent when our schools were first built. Weʼve done our best to maintain our
facilities and to repurpose spaces as our need for space has grown, but weʼve run out of usable space. Specifics
about the plan, including a detailed list of proposed improvements for both schools, can be found at
OurTigersOurSchools.com/plan.


Your vote matters, and we encourage all residents to be informed. Early voting, either in person or by mail,
is now available through Monday, May 8. As we get closer to Election Day, we encourage residents to vote early
in person to avoid possible mail delays. You can vote early in person at the District Office on weekdays from
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. If you decide to vote in person on Election Day, all residents will vote in person at the
Rush City Community Center between 10:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m.


If you have any questions, please reach out to me at bstavig@rushcity.k12.mn.us. Go Tigers!


Brent Stavig
Superintendent
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Rush City High School
Rush City High School Principal


Janet Wagener
jwagener@rushcity.k12.mn.us


Hello Rush City Tigers!


We are halfway through the month of April and with all of the events coming up the rest of the school year is going to fly
by fast!


● The graduation committee is well on their way to planning a memorable ceremony on June 4th
● The Senior Awards Night, where we get to see how generous our community is, is on May 10th
● Spring Fling Day is in the a�ernoon of May 24th and I think we all knowwho is going to win the Staff vs. Senior


so�ball game :)
● The PBIS movie reward day is the morning of spring fling on May 24th. Some of the PBIS Movie Reward is taking


place at the North Branchmovie theater and the other half will be in the high school theater. The PBIS committee
is fine tuning the details and will get that out very soon. Students who have ZERO discipline
referrals(Detention/ISS/OSS) are eligible to attend. Students who only have one can take part in our kindness
bingo to earn their way back into the movie(Deadline May 17th). Students who have two or less can do kindness
bingo and a restorative practice to earn their way back into the movie(Deadline is May 17th). Students who have
three or more are not eligible to attend the movie. Attendance is required.


● Prom is right around the corner on May 6th!


Students we only have one more quarter le� so continue to push through and finish STRONG! We encourage parents to
monitor their students' grades through Studentvue. If you need any assistance with this please call the high school office
320-358-4795.


Bathroom Vandalism/Vaping: Since we have seen a decrease of students using the bathroom from things other than
going to the bathroom, we are going to unprop the door and see if it will continue. If problems start to come back we will
leave the doors propped open for the remainder of the school year. Please talk with your students about the importance
of respecting school property and reporting if they see vandalism or other actions that go against school rules.


Students of Excellence Award: Congratulations to Madison Jeske, Veronica Hemming, Kayden Lamont, and Meghan
May for being selected for the Students of Excellence Award. These awards go to students who have achieved a
commendable grade point average OR have demonstrated a combination of academic achievement, leadership skills,
and school/community involvement. They are an exemplary, positive role model to fellow students, as well as staff and
are making a difference every day in the lives of fellow students, staff, and their community.


As always, thank you for your continued support. Please reach out to me with any questions or concerns OR just to chat
:),
Janet M. Wagener
Rush City High School Principal
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CE Jacobson Elementary
Elementary Principal


Alicia Nelson
anelson@rushcity.k12.mn.us


~Elementary Updates~
Together, we are better for our children, families, our community and
each other.😀


Hello families,


We are heading to the finish line of our school year and I wanted to share
with you some of the things that have madememost proud as a principal
recently:


Highlights from This Past Month:
● Students surpassed their schoolwide reading goal and got to pie staff in the face for fun!
● Students have been busy with hands-on projects and some have presented to other grade


levels!
● Artaria String Quartet performed for us and our students were an incredible and well-mannered


audience!
● Many students have made tremendous gains toward their personal and academic goals!
● Staff continue to put their best practices and ideas forward to support all of our learners!


Hereʼs what lies ahead for students at C.E. Jacobson Elementary:
● Finding room for fun and outdoor activity as the weather and schedule allows
● Hard work toward our spring goals and finishing strong
● FAST, My SAEBRS, and MCA Testing in April and May
● Many fun field trips and activities
● Spring Fun Run
● End of year PBIS and student growth celebrations!


We en����ag� yo� to su���r� yo�� c�i�d��� / s�u��n�� in t�e�� go��� an� fu� ac����ti��!
Wat�� fo� f�e���n� up����s f�o� c�a�s���� te����r� an� c�e�k s�u��n��’


Fri��� Fol���s fo� an� ne� up����s!
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Elementary Con’t
Order a Copy of Our Elementary Yearbook!
Early Bird Price (if ordered by May 1st) is $13.00
Cost a�er that date is $16.00


Our yearbook is a fun celebration of all of the great
things that have taken place this school year!
Visit jostensyearbooks.com or scan the QR code →


Upcoming Dates, Programs, and More…
April 17th Root Beer Rag (6th Grade Choir, 7:30pm)


*All are encouraged to attend this fundraiser concert! Location: High School
April 17th Grades 3-6 MCA Reading Testing begins
April 24th Grades 3-6 MCAMath Testing begins
May 1st Root Beer Rag (6th Grade Band, 7:30pm)


*All are encouraged to attend this fundraiser concert! Location: High School
May 1st Grade 5 MCA Science Testing begins
May 8-12th Teacher Appreciation Week
May 8th FAST Testing Begins (2 weeks-Reading and Math for all grades)
May 10th Boosterthon Fun Run–All Families Welcome to Attend


*time/schedule TBD, but all events take place prior to noon.
June 6th Last Day of School!


FIELD TRIP DATES–
May 5th Grade 2 to MN Science Museum
May 17th Grade 1 to Como Zoo
May 19th Grade 5 to MN Zoo
May 24th Grade 3 to MN History Center
May 25th Grade 4 to Childrenʼs Theater
Grade 6 End of Year Celebration-TBD
K Day at the Park- TBD
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Elementary Con’t
SAVE THE DATE FOR AN EXCITING SCHOOLWIDE FUN-RUN
FAMILY DAY!
We will host a “Boosterthon” fun run, followed by an outdoor
picnic lunch for students and families on May 10th! The events
will take place from the start of the school day until 12:30pm


(more information and details to come).


How to get involved with PTO at C.E.
Jacobson Elementary:


Email: pto@rushcity.k12.mn.us


Or on FACEBOOK:
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Activities
Community Education and Activities Director


Lee Rood
lrood@rushcity.k12.mn.us


Hello RC Families,


This spring seems to be a repeat of last spring. In fact, I think it is a little bit worse. While we had glorious
weather last week for our teams to finally get outside and practice, all of our campus is still very wet and
waiting to dry out. We have many student-athletes excited to compete. Our track team had a chance to
compete at the indoor track meet at Foley in March. They are the only lucky ones that have had that
opportunity. We are still waiting for our baseball, so�ball, golf teams to be able to be outside and show their
talent. We are looking forward to a late April/early May warm-up for us all to be outside! With all of the
cancellations and postponements, be sure to check the school calendar for all of the spring activities for your
chance to come out and support our students and coaches.


Wrapping up winter activities, congratulations to Landon Umbriet for placing 2nd in the section 7AA individual
wrestling tournament and competing at the MSHSL State wrestling tournament! The boys and girls basketball
had a chance to recognize their students-athletes during their awards banquets. Congratulations to all of the
participants and coaches for representing our community with Tiger Pride. While many team awards were also
handed out, these participants were recognized by the Great River Conference. Congratulations to Kayla
Diedrich and Veronica Hemming for earning All-Conference honors and Emmalee Angstman for earning
All-Conference Honorable Mention. Also congratulations to Tony Daas and Landon Mold for earning spots on
the All-Conference boys basketball team and to Braeden Rood for being named All-Conference Honorable
Mention. Our band and choir also both competed in the MSHSL Large Group Contest that was hosted in Rush
City on March 8th. They did a great job and sounded amazing! Our band received all Superior ratings from the
judges and our choir received Excellent ratings. Great job to the performers, the conductors, and the
accompanists. A special thank you to Jaime Holmstrom and Ben Motzka for helping organize this event for us
to host each year. Also, thank you to First Lutheran Church for hosting the choir performances.


Some of our band and choir students will be participating in the MSHSL small group / ensemble event which
will be held in Hinckley at the high school. The band students will perform on April 20th and the choir on April
21st. These events are both open to the public. If you are interested in attending either of these, our band and
choir kids will begin performing at 9:00am both days. The jazz band will also again be performing at this year's
Big Band Extravaganza in Braham. This event will be on Sunday, April 23rd beginning at 2:00. It is held at the
Braham Event Center and is open to the public. The day features jazz bands from local high schools along with
a professional jazz band to finish the night off. Come out and enjoy an a�ernoon of jazz!
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Activities Con’t


A reminder that everyone can stay informed about schedule changes and notifications as well. Simply set up
ʻNotify Meʼ through the events & activities calendar on the districtʼs homepage.


1. Set up an account using your email address and create a password.
2. Choose all of the activities you would like to be alerted to.
3. Setup Notification Preferences


a. You can choose to get notifications of the upcoming events in the activities you chose.
b. You can choose to get notifications only when a scheduled event is changed.


4. Click “Save My Settings” and you are finished.


You can change your ʻNotify Meʼ settings anytime by logging back into your account, making the changes and
saving the changes youmake.


All concerts, games, and events can be found on our school calendar. Make sure you check o�en so that you
do not miss anything.


Think warm thoughts! The days are getting longer!


Prom 2023 “A Nighttime in Greece”
Saturday, May 6, 2023


Grand March 4:15 RCHS Theatre
Dinner & Dance:


Splitrocks Entertainment Center 6:15 PM
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Community Ed


K-2 Basketball
Permission Slip


Rush City Summer
Community Education
Information Booklet
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Community Ed
Let’s Talk About Medicare
April 20th from 6:00 - 7:00 p.m.@ Rush City High School


As you get closer to 65, the amount of information you get concerning
Medicare can make the process of applying very confusing. This is an
educational meeting about Medicare and Medicare insurance that will
answer your questions. We will discuss what Medicare covers, what it
costs, and how and when to enroll. We will also review the types of
Medicare insurance available and the factors to consider when deciding
what type of plan is best for you.


\


YOGA CLASS Beginner -
Intermediate
TUESDAYS ONGOING
5:30-6:30 pm
Classes will take place in
the high school media


center on Tuesdays to start. Cost $10/session


ZUMBA
Classes
MONDAYS


7:00-8:00 pm
ONGOING - High School Theatre


Walk Ins: $7.00 / 5 Session Punch Card:
$30.00


IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS OR TO REGISTER FOR ANY OF THE OFFERED CLASSES PLEASE CALL THE HIGH
SCHOOL OFFICE AT 320-358-4795 OR GO TO OURWEBSITE AT:


https://www.rushcity.k12.mn.us/community/community_education


For all of the latest offerings available through community education or community education partnerships.
Community Education is looking for people willing to teach classes to our community members and students. There has been
specific interest in cooking classes. Perhaps a class showing the preparation of basic meals, or a make and take class for baking
some delicious goodies. Art classes are another area of interest. Could you teach an art class such as painting or ceramics? Maybe
you would like to plan and offer a field trip somewhere. One of our great Minnesota museums? A trip for an outdoor activity such
as skiing, snowboarding, or tubing? We also have many great theatre and sporting events that happen close by. Plan a trip and
take a group for a great experience! If you have an idea for a class, a project, or a trip, fill out this Application to Offer a Community
Education Course Through Rush City Schools and lets get started!


Continue to refer to the Rush City School District #139 Facebook page or our community educations page for the latest and greatest
information on what is happening here at Rush City High School and community education.


For more information or questions regarding community education, please contact Lee Rood or Cathy Monster at the high school.
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High School Counseling
Rush City High School Counselor


Kari Weileder
kweileder@rushcity.k12.mn.us


Dear Families,


Spring is in the air, and the students DO care! One week we are shoveling snow, the next week we are wearing
flip flops to school. Things can change for the better so fast! This can also happen when your student says they
are behind in a class, they can spend a few nights catching up and their grade can go back up just as fast!


We are hosting our annual Career Fair on Thursday, May 4th 12:30-3:00. It is open to the public, and all 7-12th


grade students will be attending. It is a fun, busy and exciting time and is extremely successful for both the
vendors and the attendees!


The Senior Awards Ceremony is on Wednesday, May 10th at 6:30 in the Auditorium. We are very excited about
all the scholarship representatives who will be coming in person to present!


We will be emailing out Summer School information to all parents of any student who need credit recovery.
We have two options and there are multiple session dates/times to choose from.


Many parents come to me about concerns of their children becoming addicted to their screens. Some of our
staff participated in a fabulous book club and read the book Glow Kids by Nicholas Kardarase. This book is
about screen addiction and its effects on our kids. The author discusses how easy it is for kids/teensʼ to
become addicted to their screens. He shares a great amount of research that correlates screen tech with
disorders like ADHD, addiction, anxiety, depression, and increased aggression. He shares his exploration of all
technology and the effects on kids of all ages. It is a great read, and we highly recommend it! It can be so
beneficial to take a break and unplug from our devices every now and then and encourage face to face
conversation with your children without a device in their hands! It is amazing how attached we are to those
things.


Enjoy each day! We are so grateful we get to spend somany of themwith your students!


“Where flowers bloom, so does hope!” ~ Lady Bird Johnson


Kari Weileder
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Early Childhood
Early Childhood Coordinator


Sara Sieling
ssieling@rushcity.k12.mn.us


Bowling for Books
Rush City Early Childhood and Family Education hosted “Bowling for Books” at Chucker’s
Bowling Alley on March 30th! We had about 15 kids come and play some fun games of
bowling to earn themselves a new book! A special thanks to Chucker’s Bowling Alley for
helping us with this event!


Other ECFE News
● Join us for ECFE at the Park on May 12th, 2023 from 9:45 - 11:00. We will have some fun games to


end our year! Register HERE before May 5th!
● Be on the lookout for our 2023-24 ECFE class o�erings in late August!


Preschool Registration is open for 2023-24!!
We o�er full-day and half-day options for students who will turn 4 before September 1st, 2023. These
classes meet two full days a week or 4 half day afternoons. District transportation is available for full day
classes and after school for the half day class. We also o�er 2 half days for those students who will turn 3
before September 1st, 2023. Classes are �lling fast! To register - click HERE or call 320-358-3635. Early
Learning Scholarships are available to those who qualify through the Minnesota Department of Education
Pathway I or Pathway II program. Information available upon request.
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Health and Wellness
Stacey Schultz, Nurse
sschultz@rushcity.k12.mn.us


Katie Groh, Assistant Nurse
kgroh@rushcity.k12.mn.us


Hello Rush City Community,


🐰Hope everyone had a great Easter weekend!🐰 Here are a few reminders:


● Please keep your child home from school if he/she has:
○ A temperature above 100 F during previous 24 hours (should be fever free without use of medication


for 24 hours before returning to school)
○ Vomiting or diarrhea during the prior 24 hours
○ Yellow or green nasal drainage associated with sore throat, nausea or fatigue
○ A persistent cough which has kept your child up at night
○ Signs or symptoms of Influenza, such as body aches, chills, headache, fatigue.


● Drink water to stay well hydrated;
○ Staying hydrated can help keep us healthy andmay also help loosen any regular seasonal allergy


congestion as well; especially with season change coming up.
○ Please continue to send in personal water bottles for your child/children; it is important and seems


to make themmore apt to drink.
● Changes of clothing:


○ Grades K and 1st: Please remember to keep one extra pair of clean clothing either in their backpacks
or cubbies in case of accidents.


○ Remember to change out their winter clothing to spring. This will prevent receiving a call to bring
your child some clothes.


○ We do have donated clothes, but in some cases it is hard to find the right sizes.
● The following items are encouraged to keep in your childʼs backpack:


○ Snacks, hand sanitizer, water bottle, peppermints/throat lozenges, chapstick, lotion, antimicrobial
wipes, change of clothing


Now that spring is in the air! Time to put away your winter coats and enjoy an assortment of fun outdoor activities with your
family. Before your children jump on their bicycles, scooters and skateboards, now is a good time to review “Bicycle and
Pedestrian Safety”.


Helmets are one of the most important pieces of safety gear that children use when riding their bicycles or playing on
skateboards and scooters.Wearing a properly fitted helmet is the first rule to prevent serious bicycle injuries in kids.


If you have any questions please email or call us! Thank you!
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News & Information


Kindergarten Sign-Up


If you have a child that will be five before September 1, 2023, your child is eligible for Kindergarten this
fall. If you have not already received a Kindergarten Registration packet, please contact Nancy at C.E.
Jacobson Elementary School. 320-358-4724 or nmoulton@rushcity.k12.mn.us.


Proud Teacher Moment!!
While I was working with a student at my desk, the silence mademe
wonder what the rest of my students were up to. What I saw filled my
heart with joy! The most amazing thing was happening before my
eyes. Everyone, without prompting, was fully engaged in reading a
book!


I was so proud, I had to capture this moment in time with a picture so
I could share it with you.


We have awesome students in our district!


Thank you for sharing your children with us each day!


Elementary Lost & Found
Is overflowing with winter clothes! If your child is
missing something, please have them check it out!
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News & Information
RC AQUATIC CENTER EARLY BIRD SPECIAL


20% off all season passes!!


The Rush City Aquatic Center will once again be offering pool passes at a
discount through May 12th


➔ Household Passes are marked down from $300 to only $240
➔ Individual Passes for ages 9-61 are marked down from $180 to only


$144
➔ Individual Passes for ages 62+ and 8 and under are marked down


from $100 to $80


Passes can be purchased at the Rush City High School office. Pool opens Friday, June 9!
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News & Information


INTRO TO SEWING CLASS!
The students in the new Intro to Sewing clas
completed a unit on quilting. They created a strip
quilt together as a class and donated it to Fostering
Families.


They were also able to visit local quilting artists Ilene
and Bruce Olson to learn about their quilting
business and view a variety of quilts and techniques.


Feed My Starving Children
The Lady Tigers Fastpitch team took a trip to Feed My Starving


Children this month where they packed meals for hungry children.


They had a great time as a team and enjoyed dinner at Arby's on


their way home!
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News & Information
8th Grade
Drawing!


The 8th grade teachers had a drawing on Tuesday, April 11th
to reward students who didnʼt use prep passes for 3rd
quarter. Prep passes can be used when students forget items
from their lockers or need to charge their Chromebooks.
Students who do not need to use these passes during the
quarter are rewarded with prizes from their teachers. Pictured
are all the 3rd quarter winners with the prizes they picked.
Congratulations, students!


Construct Tomorrow


Rush City High School students attended the
Construct Tomorrow program on 4/12/23. The
Construct tomorrow program allows students to to
talk to experienced professionals about working in
the trades while trying
different hands-on
activities.


April is Financial
Literacy Month!


Rush City High School offers a Personal Finance
course each semester designed to help them
understand and practice money skills they'll need
a�er graduation. Topics include saving, budgeting,
debt, credit, careers, buying behavior, college
planning, taxes, income, insurance, real estate,
investing, and retirement.


We want to say a BIG THANK YOU to Christy Hansen
and Hansen Quality Assurance Consulting, LLC for
donating Dave Ramsey's "Foundations in Personal
Finance" curriculum to our class each year!”
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News & Information
6th Grade Steamboat Project
Sixth graders learned about Robert Fulton and the invention of
steamboats. They built candle-powered boats with pop cans
as boilers, and tested them in a kiddie pool in Mr. Cauleyʼs
room. Over 12 boats chugged along under their own power.
Nolanʼs boat completed 19 laps of the pool before the flame
burned out. Then he took it home and successfully launched it
again in his bathtub!


6th Grade Constructed
Marionettes,Wrote &
Performed Plays
Sixth graders constructed marionettes and wrote
plays to perform for Kindergarten and First grade.
The stringed puppets were made out of wood,
paper mache, paint, styrofoam and cloth, and took
several months to complete. The performances
were: Red Riding Hood, Hansel and Gretel, Three


Billy Goats Gruff, Jack and the Beanstalk and the Three Little Pigs.
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News & Information
6th Grade 2023 Edible Car Race!


All four classes competed for trophies and glory in the 6th Grade 2023 Edible Car Race! Prizes were awarded
for Fastest Cars, Coolest Cars, and Most Nutritious Cars. Of the 34 vehicles that competed, only 4 managed to
get across the finish line, but they all looked good trying! Several winners and losers alike were ruthlessly
devoured a�er the race.
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